
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving 
 
The first settlers in America landed in December of 1620, in 
Massachusetts, and within one month, 10 out of 17 fathers and husbands 
who were on that ship, the Mayflower, died.  Within a couple of months, 
only four of the mothers and wives were alive out of the first 17 couples, 
and by Easter, almost half of the pilgrims had died.  They landed in the 
middle of winter without provisions, without shelter, and that took a toll. 
It took a huge toll and yet in 1621 they celebrated, and they gave thanks 
to God.  It was amazingly difficult those first years. 
 
On another continent, about 25 years later, there was a Lutheran pastor 
named Martin Rinkart. He lived in Eilenberg in Saxony, and it was 
during the siege of the Thirty Years War.  Eilenberg was a walled city 
that was surrounded by Swedes, and there were 800 homes burned, and 
the people within suffered from the plague, from starvation, and it got to 
the point where the pastors themselves started to die, and Martin 
Rinchart was the only pastor left.  He was conducting 50 funerals a day, 
can you imagine? Fifty funerals a day. He buried over 5,000 people that 
year, including his own wife.  When the war ended a year later, he sat 
down, and listen to the words that he penned:   
“Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,  
Who wondrous things has done, I whom this world rejoices;  
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way  
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 
This was a man who know horrors beyond all we can think and imagine, 
getting on his knees and leading people in praise and thanks to our God. 
 
Deb Kielsmeir, “Thanksgiving,” November 25, 2004, Christ  
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Calendar Highlights 
 
February 9 
      Trustees Meeting 
February 14 
      Valentine’s Day 
February 15 
       President’s Day 
February 17      

Ash Wednesday Service 
February 17 

Council Meeting 
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Mission Statement 
Equipping—through worship, care,  

fellowship, spiritual growth  

and discipleship training.  

Reaching the world-through sharing 
the gospel in word and deed, serving 
human needs with the love of Christ,  

supporting world missions. 
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Have you ever wondered why St. Valentine’s Day is on February 14?  As I 
lived through frigid Februaries in PA and WI, it seemed appropriate to have 
some light and warmth in the midst of the final throes of winter.  By that 
point in February, it was a great diversion to think about cut-out hearts, Val-
entine’s cards, and cute little Cupids.  
 
But most of us know very little about any of the three saints carrying the 
name Valentine or Valentinus, and their stories are anything but cute!  One 
legend teaches that in the third century C.E., Emperor Claudius II realized 
that unmarried men made better soldiers than men with wives and children, 
and so he outlawed marriage for young men.  In defiance of that decree, 
Valentine continued to marry young couples in secret.  When Claudius 
learned of this, he had him executed. Another legend teaches that Valentine 
may have been executed when it was discovered that he attempted to help 
Christians escape from Roman prisons where they were often tortured and 
beaten.  These stories are a tribute to radical love – the kind of love that 
Christ taught.  
 
So this February, let Valentine’s Day be not just a day to celebrate romance, 
but also to live out the sort of love the legends of St. Valentine teach.  “By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” (John 13:35)  
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Reflections by Pastor Scott 
 

On February 7, 2010 - Super Bowl Sunday �  our 
youth will be once again participating in Souper 
Bowl of Caring Sunday.  It is a national event that is 
inter-faith, non-denominational and allows them to 
practice radical stewardship and mission. Last year’s 
Souper Bowl of Caring nationwide raised over 10 
million dollars.  Youth collected the money and gave 
it to charities in their own communities. The youth 
come up with the idea of where the money is going to 
go. God is truly an awesome God and I pray that you 
will give lovingly and be generous as the youth of 
MVC prepare for collecting for the Souper Bowl of 
Caring. Through the Souper Bowl of Caring, the 
youth are taught the joyous value of bringing hope to 
others. Please give generously as God gives generous 
blessings to us to share. 
 
We will share the blessings of our gym facility when 
we host a Y.O.U. event here at Manoa Valley Church 
on February 20 from 7-9 p.m. The senior high youth 
are planning this event with Kel, Dawn and myself. 
We are very blessed to have our youth take leadership 
in hosting our UCC brothers and sisters. 
 
As a congregation we are emphasizing Intentional 
Faith Development. One way to accomplish that is to 
bring together the young adults 18-45 for a small 
group. If you fall into this category please join me for 
a time to talk story about how Jesus cares for us.  We 
meet in the Upper Room on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 
p.m.  
 
I feel it is important to own the vision statement of 
Radical Hospitality, Intentional Faith Development  
                                              
                                                  (Continued on Page 3) 
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     Radical...   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Manoa Manao 

 
Over one billion Valentine’s Day cards are purchased 
each year, second only to Christmas, and over 85% of 
all Valentine’s Day gifts are purchased by women.  
These statistics speak of the lengths we will go to for 
the sake of love.  
 
I’ve spent lots of time in the last month thinking 
about our vision of Radical hospitality, outreach, and 
missions; Intentional faith development; and Passion-
ate worship.  All of these phrases speak of the lengths 
we will go to for the sake of the love of God.  When 
Jesus is asked “which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?” Jesus responded, ‘You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two com-
mandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
 
Passionate worship flows from loving God with all 
our heart and soul.  Intentional faith development is 
how we love God with all our minds.  Radical hospi-
tality, outreach, and mission are the practice of loving 
our neighbors as we love ourselves. And remember 
that according to Jesus, everyone is our neighbor!   
 
As we live into our vision, we will go to any lengths 
to love God the Creator who made us and all that is, 
to love God the Son who came as one of us, and to 
love God the Spirit who remains with us as comforter 
and guide.  Now that is radical!  Happy Valentine’s 
Day 
 
To God Be The Glory! 
 
Pastor Anne 
 



the Lord is coming”. Blessings to you in your 
Lenten journey in 2010!  And don't forget to 
SMILE!  
 
Sue Yamamoto, Chairperson 
Board of Deacons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Prayer for Peace 
By Mary Fairchild, About.com Guide 

 
Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace; 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  
Where there is injury, pardon;  
Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 

And where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, 

Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled 
as to console; 

To be understood, as to understand; 
To be loved, as to love; 

For it is in giving that we receive, 
For it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
-St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) 
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Intentional... 

 
Reflections By Pastor Scott 

(Continued from Page 2) 
 
and Passionate Worship. This is a good way to make 
the vision statement a reality in the life of Manoa Val-
ley Church. 
 
See you in church, 
 
Pastor Scott 

 

Joel 2:1 - Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the 
alarm on my holy hill.  

Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day of 
the Lord is coming. 

 
The year and the decade are no longer new but the 
coming months hold promise for many new things! 
February will begin the season of Lent. Make this be 
a time for new and wonderful things; all to God's 
glory! 
 
The work will continue on our new Picture Directory. 
Let’s work together to make this a complete and 
meaningful publication. Contact any Deacon or see 
Sue Yamamoto to be sure you will be included. 
Thank you to all who have stepped up already to 
smile and be counted!  
 
The hospitality that Christians share with one another 
and with our neighbors and friends is truly God’s 
work. Reaching out to people with a helping hand, a 
loving spirit and generous heart makes Christ real for 
today’s world. The vision we share as Christians can 
be clearer for all of us as we consider the meaning 
behind the Radical, Intentional, Passionate ministries 
that Manoa Valley Church promotes.  The RIP vi-
sion is new for MVC but is a concise tool for shar-
ing the Good News that the “..day of  
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Passionate... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Did You Know…? 
 
Presidents Day was originally designated in honor of 
George Washington’s birthday and is still legally called 
“Washington's Birthday.”  The first president of the 
United States was born on February 22, 1732.  
 
A Federal holiday created to commemorate the births of 
former Presidents George Washington (Feb. 22) and 
Abraham Lincoln (Feb. 12) is set aside each year.  You 
can down load some craft ideas at enchantedlearning.com 
to have fun learning with your children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MVC umbrellas….More volunteers to offer snacks….
Enter the sanctuary on Sunday morning with an open 
mind, a joyful heart and quiet voice…These are 
continuing requests that we have. 
 
We are (constantly) trying to organize the decorations, 
vases, drapes, banners, etc. to enhance worshipping 
together. We have started to clean the sanctuary on a 
small scale with tasks like oiling the pews and cleaning 
the glass of the sliding doors. We will work on cleaning 
the stained glass window, buffing the cement floor, and 
shampooing the carpet. Anyone else want to roll up their 
sleeves with us?  
 
Communicating with each other is a key piece that keeps 
us moving. One way we do it is a representative from 
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each facet of the worship service (minister, music, video, 
worship) meets every Tuesday evening at  6 p.m. to 
review the following Sunday’s service for better 
coordination. 
 
Have a grand day in Hawaii nei with our Lord who is 
with us always! (We just need to remember that). 
 
Aloha Ke Akua, 
Sue Akau Naki 
 
 
 
 
                                          

 
 
 
 
As this issue of “The Rainbow Connection” goes to press, 
a mystery exists!  The next meeting date and title of the 
book that will be discussed have not yet been discovered.  
Those discoveries will be made at the end of January 
2010, and the information will be available to all 
interested readers when each calls one of the following 
club members:  Jean Grippin (988-7759), Alice Murata 
(988-2789). The information will also be published in the 
weekly church bulletin when you attend Passionate 
Worship on Sundays.  It is our hope that each person 
reading this will be able to solve the mystery and enjoy 
experiencing the Radical Hospitality for which the Book 
Club is known. 
 
Jean Grippin 

 
 
 



Radical... 
 

Moderator’s Message 
 
At the January 17th worship service, we sang a praise 
song entitled “Here I Am, Lord”.  We are all called by 
God at different times in our lives to “step-up to the 
plate” and respond to Him.  Whether it be to visit a 
homebound friend or family member, contribute to the 
food bank, pray for the sick or terminally ill, volunteer 
your time at a non-profit service organization serving 
the needy, or give of your time and talents to serve His 
church.  No matter how small the sharing of your gifts 
and talents may seem, you are responding to God’s call.  
 
 When we reflect on the blessings God has bestowed on 
our lives, we can show our gratitude for His grace by 
giving hope to others.  Our encouragement and strength 
is reinforced through His word.  “Each of us should 
please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  For 
even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written:  
‘The insults of those who insult you have fallen on 
me.’ (Psalm 69:9) …May the God who gives endurance 
and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among 
yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one 
heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”   (Roman 15:2-3, 5-6). 
 
You will be hearing much more about the vision and 
mission of Manoa Valley Church in the coming months.  
The acronym R-I-P (Radical, Intentional, Passionate) 
will be used more frequently to describe a renewed 
commitment to serve God.  We, as the body of Christ 
can accomplish this mission through our Radical Hospi-
tality, Outreach and Missions, our Intentional Faith De-
velopment, and our Passionate Worship.  RIP is inten-
tionally action focused.  As the Apostle James taught us:  
“If one of you says to him, ‘Go I wish you well; keep 
warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about his physical 
needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, 
if not accompanied by action, is dead.”  (James 2:16-
17). 
 
As I assume the Moderator’s role, it is with much anxi-
ety over the awesome task before us.  But I am also ex-
cited over the prospects for more community outreach, 
spiritual growth and sharing God’s word with others.  
Nothing is impossible with God.  Let us all move for-
ward in the coming year with renewed vigor and grati-
tude.    
 
Praise be to God, 
 
Earl Yonehara 
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It is not too late to join Journey to the Son. We welcome 
anyone from preschool to grade 5, interested to learn 
about God, Jesus, and his teachings. Just join us in the 
sanctuary at 8:30 a.m. Visit for one Sunday or two or stay 
for the rest of the Sunday School year (ends May 23). 
Just don’t miss out on the best “good news” yet! 

 
Journey to the Son focused on missions and serving oth-
ers in January. The Sunday School lessons, scheduled at 
the beginning of the 2009-2010 school year, dovetailed 
nicely with Pastor Anne’s sermons for the month on RIP 
(Radical, Intentional, Passionate), MVC’s vision. When 
she preached about Radical Outreach and Missions, we 
“happened” to have a lesson on birthday coins and mis-
sions – no small coincidence. 
 
Birthday coins was the brain child of music coordinator 
Ruth Komatsu, first introduced back in 1986! The chil-
dren celebrate their birthdays and those of friends and 
family, by offering birthday coins in a paper mache globe 
once a month. The birthday coins have been faithfully 
donated to our missionaries – John Somers-Harris in Ja-
pan and recently, also to Mary McVicker in India. 
 
Journey to the Son was treated to a video of a visit to the 
MISO Food Bank by Maizie Okimoto and her three 
grandchildren (Carter, Jason, and Logan) some three 
years ago. Video producer was our multi-talented Miss 
Ruth. 
 
Jane Nakabayashi, our dedicated servant of the Lord, 
shared with the children about the needs of the MISO 
Food Bank. Did you know that a person or a family can 
receive food from the MISO Food Bank only once a 
month? There are so many needy people and not enough 
food to go around… A single person receives a basic bag 
which is filled with canned soup, canned vegetable, 
corned beef or spam, pork and beans or Vienna sausage, 
tuna, canned fruit, saimin, rice (if requested), and a loaf 
of bread. In addition, he receives three “free” items. The 
family bag includes more canned meat products such as 
beef stew, chili, etc. and additional items such as peanut 
butter, cereal, dry milk or canned milk, pasta, spaghetti 
sauce, and packaged items such as hamburger helper 

                                                          (Continued on Page 6) 
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“ I have set the Lord always before me,  
Because He is at my right hand,  
I will not be shaken.” 
Psalm 16:8 
 
Lazy relaxed summer days are over, school has 
started, we are back to our busy schedule. 
We must remember to focus on God; He will give 
us peace and relaxation even when we are busy. 
 
During the month of August, all eyes were on  
Beijing, China for the Summer Olympics.  Seeing 
all the nations interacting, having no lines or barri-
ers, all to enjoy and compete in their talents.  Gold 
silver, or bronze medals—to be there to represent 
our country was a great honor.  Different cultures 
and languages, they are all children of God. 
 
We are all gifted with different talents.  God would 
like us to use our talents� not to compete, but to 
interact with on another and see what we can do for 
the Church. 
 
Dot Endo 
Moderator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s never too late to invite a friend, neighbor or  
Relative to Journey to the Son Sunday School.  
Meet in the sanctuary at 8:30 am. 
 
“Let the little children come to me, and do not 
 hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these.  I tell you the truth, anyone who will 
not receive the kingdom of God like a little child 
will never enter it.” 

-Mark 10:14-15 
 
 

 CONFIRMATION CLASS 
          
         Easter Sunday will be extra special as we 
celebrate confirmation for three of our youth, Carrie 
Glenn, and Russell and Ryan Wong. These are tal-
ented youth �  and I hope you will not only welcome 
them in taking this step of discipleship, but will also 
keep them in mind for ministry in our congregation. 
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Manoa Valley Church will be hosting the Y.O.U. event on 
February 20, 2010 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. What is Y.O.U.?  
Y.O.U. stands for Youth Ohana U.C.C.  It is youth from 6th 
grade—12th grade, gathering at different U.C.C. churches 
each month.  Join us for a time of fun, fellowship, Bible 
Study, and of course, food.  Don’t forget the invites to your 
friends!  GOD LOVES YOU!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 7, 2010 
 
A simple prayer:  “Lord, even as we enjoy the super 
Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those who are 
without a bowl of soup to eat: is inspiring a youth-led 
movement to help hungry and hurting people around the 
world.   
 
The Souper Bowl of Caring believes that youth are not 
the only leaders of tomorrow, but can also be the leaders 
of today.  It is our hope that by equipping young people 
with knowledge about hunger and poverty, we are guid-
ing them to a lifetime of service.   
 
Super Bowl weekend.  100% of the collections are do-
nated directly to the charity of each group’s choice. 
 
Please help support our youth by bringing your $1 on 
Sunday, February 7, 2010.  The monies collected will be 
donated to the M.I.S.O Foodbank and the River of Life 
Mission. 

 

Intentional... 
 

Journey to the Son 
(Continued from Page 5) 

 
and macaroni/cheese. Families with children receive 
packaged cookies, candies or snacks, if available. 
 
Journey to the Son will go shopping at Safeway to buy 
food items for the MISO Food Bank, along with the 
youth. We encouraged the children to bring $3 of their 
own money. They filled out a “green” card, designed by 
Kristen Kawachi, pledging to do specific chores to earn 
the money for their shopping trip. 
 
The rest of January and early February will be filled with 
lessons on how people served MVC in the “old days”, a 
Valentine’s Day activity on God’s love, and communion 
with Pastor Anne.  Gospel Light curriculum will be used 
the rest of the school year.�
�
Has your child memorized Psalm 23 yet? The scripture 
can be found online at http://www.biblegateway.com 
 
Jocelyn Kasamoto 
Journey to the Son 

 
Letter From Thailand 

 
We received a letter from Fa (Narintib Bureerat), our 10-
year-old Compassion International sponsored child from 
Thailand, dated August 25, 2009.  
 
Dear Journey to the Son SS class,  
 
Hello there. I am very glad to write to you again. How are 
you and your family doing? Everyone in my family is fine. It 
is turning to the rainy season here. It starts to rain. Some-
times it rains heavily that I go to school late. My mom is 
now in Chiangmai city. She has to work so that there will be 
money for our family. She brings my sibling with her too. I 
live with my uncle and aunt. I help them wash the dishes, 
cook rice and cook food. There was the ceremony on the 
mother’s day at school in August 12. There were also other 
activities such as the drawing contest and writing contest. 
My mom couldn’t come so I paid respect to my aunt instead. 
I still join the project’s activities on Saturday and bible study 
on Sunday. Thank you very much for the birthday money 
gift in August, 609 baht. I bought a shirt, underwear, shoes, 
sports pants and the studying tools. [1 baht is about 30 cents; 
609 baht is about $18 US] I am studying in grade 3. Please 
pray for my studying too. Is there a mother’s day there? I 
wish you are happy with the work you do.   
 
Love in Christ,  
Narintib Bureerat 



� �    Passionate... 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectionary & Worship 

February 7, 2010 
5th Sunday after Epiphany 
Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching 
Readings:  Isaiah 6:1-6, (9-13) Psalm 138,  
                  1 Corinthians 15:1-11; 
                  Luke 5:1-11                     

February 14, 2010          
Last Sunday after Epiphany-Valentine’s Day  
Rev. Scott Hirano, preaching 
Readings:  Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 
                  2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2;    
                  Luke 9:28-36 (37-43);  
                                      
February 21, 2010 
1st Sunday in Lent 
Rev.  Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching 
Readings:   Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; 
                   Romans 10:8b-13;  
                   Luke 4:1-13 
 
February 28, 2010                   
2nd Sunday in Lent 
Rev. Scott Hirano, preaching 
Readings:    Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18;  
                    Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17-4:1; 
                    Luke 13:31-35 
                                      

                    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
February 7 ��
Worship Leader:  Sue Akau Naki 
Ushers:  Rose Niimoto/Ted Isekawa 
Greeter:  Aki Williams 
Reader:  Rose Niimoto 
Accompanist:  Catherine Miyahira 
Child Care:   Susanne & David Shimabukuro 
Children’s Moments:  Inga Park Okuna 
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Ted Isekawa/Lahela Naki 
 
February 14  
Worship Leaders:  Sue Akau Naki 
Ushers:  Rose Niimoto/Ted Isekawa 
Greeter: Aki Williams 
Reader:  Sam Browning 
Accompanist:  Catherine Miyahira 
Child Care:  Carrie Glenn, Nancy Taba, Gayle Ohashi 
Children’s Moments:  Sam Browning 
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Ted Isekawa/Lahela Naki 
 
February 21  
Worship Leader:  Laura Glenn 
Ushers: Carolyn Okinaga/Lucille Choy 
Greeter:  Jane Nakabayashi 
Reader:  Susy Gaffney 
Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro                                                                 
Child Care:  Jerry Hamada, Catherine Miyahira,  
                    Alison Kawamoto 
Children’s Moments: Wilfred Higa 
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/Lahela Naki 
 
February 28  
Worship Leader:  Laura Glenn 
Ushers: Carolyn Okinaga/Lucille Choy 
Greeter:  Jane Nakabayashi 
Readers:  Kristen Glenn 
Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro 
Child Care:  Evie Gallagher, Gwyen Nosse,  
                    Carolyn Okinaga, Pam Kutara 
Children’s Moments: Pastor Scott 
Bell Ringer/Acolyte:  Keoni Williams/Lahela Naki 
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Worship Service at Manoa Valley Church 
6:00 p.m. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       
Practicing Radical Hospitality 

 
One aspect of MVC’s mission/vision is “radical hospitality”.  What is that?  In Wikipedia (wwww.wikipedia.
org), “hospitality” is defined as “the act of generously providing care and kindness to whoever is in need.”  
“Radical” means “drastically different from the ordinary practice, outside the normal and so it provokes prac-
tices that exceed expectations, that go the second mile, that take welcoming the stranger to the max” (from 
“Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations” by Robert Schnase). 
 
How can we at MVC practice radical hospitality?  One way would be to extend hospitality to our guests and 
visitors by providing snacks after worship.  We have been doing this every week for the past 5 years or so, ever 
since Pastor Donna Faith Eldredge was here.  Former Music Minister, Ruth Hanlin, coined this ministry 
“Snacks Forever”, which became the off shoot of the Worship Ministry. 
 
The fellowship time after worship is enjoyed by all.  It’s a time to chat with new people, touch bases with old 
friends, and of course, eat!  We can practice radical hospitality by inviting people to worship, and by “breaking 
bread” together in fellowship after worship. 
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Jesus blesses and multiplies our gifts of time, talent, and treasure when we freely 
give to the kingdom of God. Just like the miracle when 5,000 were fed with a little boy’s lunch of five small 
barley loaves and two small fish.  Please prayerfully consider being part of the “miracle.” 
 

Here are some of the ways you could help practice radical hospitality in 2010: 
· Provide simple, healthy snacks (not lunch) twice a year. 

· Set up tables and chairs in the breezeway before worship for two Sundays a year. 
· Serve snacks for two Sundays a year. 
· Help clean up for two Sundays a year. 

· Join a hospitality team (and provide snacks together twice a year). 
· Make a monetary donation for the Snacks Forever Ministry. 

      (Make check payable to “Manoa Valley Church” with “Snacks Forever” on the memo line. Leave 
      checks in the offering bowl, or drop it off at the church office. Thank you!) 
· Fill out the “I Can Help” form below and drop it off at the church office.   

If you have questions, please contact Reggie Tamashiro. 
 

�


